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manship. He entered upon his arduous duties with decisi and energy, and for a year at least his administration rao\ along fairly well. In the west the brilliant George Rog Clarke captured Colonel Hamilton, the English leader of Indians, and sent him in chains to Jefferson. The captive \va dangerous man and had inflicted wanton barbarities upon Americans. Jefferson, in retaliation, chained him and threw 1 into a dungeon. Protests arose, and the Governor bending Washington's judgment finally unshackled the prisoner and mitted him to parole. The capture of Hamilton and his foi was a most fortunate event for Virginia, for it freed her west border from the danger of Indian incursions; it was also fort ate for the American cause, for it secured to- the Americans possession of a vast area (the North West Territory) that ot wise would have been claimed by the English when settling terms of the treaty of peace.
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